Introduced by Council Member Brosche and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Wilson, Boyer, Carter, Schellenberg, Crescimbeni, Becton, Love, Hazouri, Dennis, Newby, Brown, K., Morgan, Anderson, R. Gaffney, R. Brown, Ferraro and Gulliford:
ORDINANCE 2016-487
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $125,000 FROM SUBFUND 15N, WHICH CONTAINS THE CHARTER FUNDS FOR TREE PROTECTION AND RELATED EXPENSES, AND $125,000 FROM SUBFUND 15F, WHICH CONTAINS THE ORDINANCE CODE MITIGATION FUNDS FOR TREE PROTECTION AND RELATED EXPENSES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PLANTING ONE TREE AT EACH OF THE APPROXIMATELY 160 DUVAL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES (THE “PROJECT”); INVOKING THE EXCEPTION OF 126.107(G), ORDINANCE CODE, TO AWARD THE PROJECT TO GREENSCAPE OF JACKSONVILLE, INC. FOR PLANNING, COORDINATION, MANAGEMENT, TREE PLANTING, AND MAINTENANCE OF THE TREES FOR ONE YEAR; PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT TO GENERALLY OVERSEE THE PROJECT; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION SECRETARY TO EXECUTE ANY DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO FACILITATE THE CITY’S ASSISTANCE OR PARTICIPATION IN THE PROJECT; AMENDING CHAPTER 111 (SPECIAL REVENUE AND TRUST ACCOUNTS), SECTION 111.760 (TREE PROTECTION AND RELATED EXPENSES TRUST FUND), ORDINANCE CODE, TO EXPAND THE LANDS UPON WHICH THE TRUST FUND MONIES CAN BE USED TO INCLUDE ALL PUBLIC LANDS WITHIN DUVAL COUNTY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, in recognition of the fifteenth anniversary of the historic passage of the Tree Amendment to the Jacksonville City Charter, which was adopted by voters in all 268 precincts in November 2000 by a landslide vote of seventy-six percent (76%); and

WHEREAS, as part of the #Jaxdigstrees celebration, an educational opportunity was proposed by Scenic Jacksonville, Inc. f/k/a Citizens for Tree Preservation, Inc., the leader of the 2000 charter amendment, and others to arrange for the planting and installation of trees on public property at every public school throughout Duval County and, to the extent that there were site constraints at any particular school location, then at public property adjacent to or nearby the public school location; and

WHEREAS, the leadership of the Duval County Public Schools recognized the opportunity for a joint partnership with the City of Jacksonville, with the support of the Jacksonville City Council and the administration of Mayor Curry, to provide for the education of public school students as to the importance of trees in their environment through such a cooperative effort; and 


WHEREAS, there is a further public benefit to be achieved by allowing other tree trust fund monies to be utilized in the same public locations as the monies from the Charter, namely all public lands within Duval County, the same language approved by the voters in November 2000; and

WHEREAS, the provisions herein below serve to benefit the health and welfare of the citizens of this community and provide an outstanding opportunity to enhance environmental educational opportunities in a partnering relationship; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Appropriation.

For the 2016-2017 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b) as shown in Exhibit 1 attached hereto:


(a)
Appropriated from:



See attached Exhibit 1


$250,000
(b) Appropriated to:



See attached Exhibit 1


$250,000

(c) Explanation of Appropriation

The appropriation described above is transferring $125,000 from Subfund 15N and $125,000 from Subfund 15F of revenue collected related to tree protection for the purpose described below.


Section 2.

Purpose.
The purpose of the appropriation in Section 1 is to provide an equal proportion of funding from the Charter portion of the Tree Protection & Related Expenses Trust Fund (15N) and the Ordinance Code portion of the Tree Protection and Related Expenses Trust Fund (15F) for the planting of one tree on each of the approximately 160 Duval County Public School facilities, by utilizing Greenscape of Jacksonville, Inc. to plan and coordinate the tree plantings at each Facility, and to procure, install and maintain for one year, one tree at each of the approximately 160 Duval County Public School Facilities.  The Tree Planting and Maintenance Agreement between the City and the School Board of Duval County allowing access to the Facilities is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.    
Section 3.

Invoking the exception to Sec. 126.107(g), Ordinance Code.  The City is hereby authorized to procure the services of Greenscape of Jacksonville, Inc. to plan and execute the Project as specified in Exhibit 3 (Agreement Between Greenscape and the City of Jacksonville). Pursuant to the Scope of Work for Greenscape, as outlined in Exhibit 3, Greenscape’s work include: coordinating with the Duval County School Board representative for the planting of one tree at each school facility; hiring a landscape contractor to procure, install and warranty for one year the tree at each school facility; the inspection, or replacement if needed, of the trees planted after the one year warranty period; coordination of at least one public event at a school facility, in at least each City Council District; and providing information to the community and the students about the importance of trees in the community.  The City and Greenscape have worked together over the years to provide Duval County School students, as well as the community at large, with opportunities to learn from the planting of trees, and from the visual and health benefits they provide, thus Greenscape is uniquely qualified for this effort. Pursuant to Section 126.107(g) (Exemptions), Part 1 (General Regulations), Chapter 126 (Procurement Code), Ordinance Code, such procurement is exempted from competitive solicitation.     

Section 4.

General Oversight.

The Mayor is requested to appoint the Public Works Department, to oversee the project in Section 2 above and to ensure compliance with all other appropriate laws.
Section 5.

The Mayor and Corporation Secretary are hereby authorized to execute any documents necessary to facilitate any assistance or participation by the City concerning the implementation of the Project referenced hereinabove, including the contract between the City of Jacksonville and Greenscape of Jacksonville, Inc. in substantially the same form attached hereto as  Exhibit 3 and the contract between the City of Jacksonville and the Duval County School Board in substantially the same form attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

Section 6.

Chapter 111 (Special Revenue and Trust Accounts), Section 111.760 (Tree Protection and Related Expenses Trust Fund), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 111 Special Revenue and Trust Accounts

* * *
Section 111.760   Tree Protection and Related Expenses Trust Fund.
There is created within the General Trust and Agency Fund a trust fund account to be known as the Tree Protection and Related Expenses Trust Fund, hereinafter referred to as the Fund, into which shall be deposited all contributions and fines collected or imposed, together with any donation, gift, grant, or other sum of money as may from time to time be appropriated by Council, and all monies recovered by the City as civil fines pursuant to Section 656.1208; provided, however, that monies collected as administrative costs or attorneys' fees or costs of litigation shall be paid directly to the City. The funds deposited in this trust fund, together with any interest accrued thereon, shall be expended for providing trees and incidental landscaping, and maintaining trees, within City rights-of-way and on other lands owned by the City, its agencies or authorities, or upon which other ownership control may be exerted by the City, its agencies or authorities, including parks, public areas and easements, and also along all other public rights-of-way and on all other public lands in Duval County.  The Director of Finance is authorized and directed to make disbursements from this fund, after Council appropriation, upon written requisition for such purposes signed jointly by the Director of Public Works and the Director of Recreation and Parks.
* * *
Section 7.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

     /s/ Susan C. Grandin_____ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by:  Susan C. Grandin
G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2016\Ord\Brosche Tree legislation.r8.CA rev.doc
1
- 2 -


